*    The 'Banishment of Ya^atbingyan    *

'If you have the support of influential people, and if
by considered conduct you give no handle to those
who range themselves with the King, the annoyances
you will have to bear will always be supportable. Nara-
thihapate will not dare, certainly at present, to break
with you/

'But consider the prestige of the monarchy, its power
of patronage. The King inevitably has the support of
many, sycophants, place-hunters and adventurers. One
day they will try a stroke at me. When a minister falls
out of favour, advantage is quickly taken/

The way his plans were rebounding seemed to have
shaken him. Narathihapate was so different to what he
had supposed.

The Queen, however, felt that her advice was cor-
rect, and she repeated:

'You must adapt yourself to present developments.
The right line, I feel sure, is pliancy. Watch from the
shade and, maybe, an opportunity will offer which, if
taken promptly, will reverse the position. But whatever
you do, avoid a clash. It does not pay in a case like this.
You would lose support at once. I, for one, could do
nothing to help you/

Yazathingyan bowed, but did not reply. Instinct told
him that the Queen's advice was profoundly sane. He
had never heard her speak better. His earlier recogni-
tion of her immense talent was more than confirmed.
But he was not sure whether he was capable of taking
her advice. He asked leave to withdraw and returned
to his quarters.

Hardly had he entered when a message arrived to
say the King wished to see him again. After a hurried
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